Minutes - Town of Middlefield Planning Board, September 3, 2026 (Approved)

Board Members Present: Carol Kennedy, Sydney Waller, Rob Mol, Cleo Mook, Abby Rodd, Julie Joyce
Others Present: Neal Newman, Town of Middlefield ZEO

Call to Order: Sydney Waller, chairperson, 7: 01PM
Privilege of the Floor: None

Minutes of August 6, 2026, Meeting: Read by Carol Kennedy, secretary.
Motion to approve August 6, 2026, minutes with modifications —Julie Joyce, seconded by Cleo Mook. All were in favor.

Projects from the community: None

Old Business & Reports

Updates from July Town Board meeting

Alex Childs, the new town attorney, will work with Dave Clinton until he leaves and she takes over. There was a complaint
about the lower end of Sibley Gulf Road being washed out and neglected. There was a report that the work on Pollak Mt Rd
had been completed and the washout repair on upper Pete Hendricks Road is under contract.

Farmland Protection Subcommittee Update

The subcommittee chair shared the items the group has been working on — a draft of the revised Agriculture Data Statement,
the agricultural audit checklist created by Nan Stolzenburg (consultant in land use and environmental planning), and a draft of
a revised Purpose in View statement.

The members of the Planning Board reviewed the document and made minor modifications.

Motion to send the edited version of the Agriculture Data Statement with modifications and the definitions (FARMLAND OF
STATEWIDE IMPORTANCE, PRIME FARMLAND, PRIME FARMLAND IF DRAINED) to the Town Board for review — Rob Mol,
seconded by Julie Joyce. All were in favor.

Short Term Rentals

Julie Joyce reviewed her discussion with Lauren Ferrara (Town Board member) about the goals of the STR research, for
example the challenge of trying to increase revenue versus limiting nuisance or damage to infrastructure. They discussed
potential ways to regulate STR, perhaps with special use permits, and looked at the Town of Milford’s STR model. They also
discussed the possibility of doing a survey of how people feel about STRs and shared a variety of ways that it could be done.
Julie also found that Otsego County has contracted with Bedford Technologies for STR software to let the county keep a more
accurate record of STRs.

Julie also shared that Oneonta had done a full evaluation of their STR policies including a survey.

The Board discussed ways for STR owners to communicate with the Town to let them know that they are renting.

New Business

Sydney Waller described her meeting with Leslie Berliant (Otsego County Board member) where she discussed our Farmland
Protection research.

Announcements: none

Motion to adjourn made by Abby Rodd, seconded by Julie Joyce. All were in favor.

Meeting ended at 8:20PM. Minutes respectfully submitted, C. Kennedy



