Minutes Farmland Protection Subcommittee May 28, 2026, Draft

Board Members Present: Carol Kennedy, Cleo Mook, Julie Joyce, Rob Mol, Sydney Waller

Others Present: Neal Newman

Call to order, Rob Mol, Head of Subcommittee, 6:01PM

Motion to approve April 21, 2026, minutes — July Joyce, seconded by Sydney Waller. All were in favor.

Topics:

O

o O O O

Reviewed Town’s experience with, and possibility of hiring Nan Stolzenburg (principal consultant of Community

Planning & Environmental Associates, specializing in rural community and environmental planning), who
studied the Town’s Zoning laws over 20 years ago and made suggestions for modifications. It was suggested
that the subcommittee look at those suggestions that may be pertinent to current discussions.
Discussed the following portions of Zoning Law that could be modified or updated and to be presented to Nan
Stolzenberg for her guidance:
o Creating an Agricultural Overlay District as one of the more important zoning additions. It may
include:

= Creating zoning restrictions for subdividing and building within this area

= Clarifying requirements for cluster development

= Clarifying the requirements for conservation subdivisions

o Updating Purpose in View portion of the Zoning Law

Reviewed farmland protection definitions previously submitted (that were not selected to be included) and
their possible inclusion in Zoning Law.
Considered possible ways of reformatting Middlefield Subdivision Law document to turn itinto a more
accessible document.
Clarified the difference between Middlefield’s Zoning and Subdivision Laws.
Discussed the possibility of reviewing other Town’s Purpose in View statements to select those that might be
pertinent to the Middlefield Comprehensive Plan Action Items for the Planning Board, specifically those that
focus on Farmland Protection.
Discussed the possibility of expanding Hamlet size.
Discussed the process for, or possibility of having Farm Stands in Hamlets.
Discussed general information about Subdivision Law.

Discussed adding specific statements about the process and requirements for submitting an Agricultural Data

Statement to Zoning Law.
Next subcommittee meeting will be a consultation with Nan Stolzenberg and Sydney Waller will help make the
connection and a date.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40.



