Minutes Farmland Protection Subcommittee April 21, 2026, Approved
Board Members Present: Carol Kennedy, Cleo Mook, Julie Joyce, Rob Mol

Others Present: None

Call to order, Rob Mol-Head of Subcommittee, 6:35PM
Topics reviewed or discussed:

e Goal 1 - Objective 3 of the Comprehensive Plan.

e Middlefield zoning law - Article 1 — Enactment, Title, and Purpose, Section C -
Purpose in View and perhaps adding additional wording to this section to enhance
farmland protection.

e Comparing Middlefield’s “Purpose in View” statements and definitions to those
from similar New York towns to see how they addressed the farmland protection
issue.

e Comparing Middlefield’s zoning laws for subdivisions with those in similar towns,
particularly looking at agricultural overlays, conservation subdivisions, cluster
development, development incentives (for example, FPIG-Farmland Protection
Implementation Grants Program).

e Modifying hamlet boundaries to allow for greater development there rather than
subdividing farmland. Modifying restrictions in hamlets to make possible more farm
related businesses.

e Finding resources (individuals, agencies) the subcommittee could reach out to for
guidance.

e Looking at zoning exemptions for farmers as done in other towns to make zoning for
farmers less restrictive.

e Clarifying what the planning board should consider when looking at an Agricultural
Data Statement for subdivisions.

e Rightto Farm Law as possible definition in Middlefield Zoning Law.

Described priority actions for next meeting to address topics discussed. These included:
Article 1 - Enactment, Title, and Purpose, Section C - Purpose in View
Right to Farm Law
Conservation subdivision and agricultural overlay
Finding resources (individuals, agencies) for guidance

Next meeting set for 6:00 May 19"
Meeting adjourned at 8:10



