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TOWN OF MIDDLEFIELD
NEW YORK

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
2024

Part One: Process, Goals and Actions



INTRODUCTION

The Town of Middlefield developed this Comprehensive Plan, first, to determine a vision for the
future of the Town, and second, to identify concerns and opportunities to help maintain and
foster that vision. Once adopted, this Comprehensive Plan will replace and update the Town’s
previous Master Plan (1989/2011), which was deemed inadequate to meet the Town’s needs
after an extensive review by the Middlefield Planning Board in 2021. This updated
Comprehensive Plan serves as a guidance document representing a consensus among the
Town’s administration, residents, and stakeholders that were involved in its development.
The Plan is presented in two parts:.

Part One contains the Planning Process, Goals, and Actions to achieve those Goals.
Supporting documentation can be found in Part Two: Town Profile and Inventory 2024,
which updates the 2011 Town Profile and Inventory.

According to New York State Town Law Section 272-a, all town land use regulations must be in
accordance with a comprehensive plan adopted pursuant to that section of law. The Plan
provides the Town of Middlefield with appropriate guidance, essential background information,
and justification for creating and/or amending Town land use laws and ordinances. This Plan
also provides guidance to various boards and entities regarding the Town’s vision on where
and how projects should be developed and to identify potential conflicts with stated
community goals and objectives.
In the most general sense, this Plan addresses these basic questions:

● What resources do we have?
● Where do we want to be in the future?
● How do we get there?

In addressing “What resources do we have?” the Plan looks at:

● Population Characteristics
● Natural Resources
● Historic, Cultural, and Recreational Resources
● Housing, Neighborhoods, and Community Makeup
● Business and Economic Development
● Land Usage and Agricultural Outlook
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● Infrastructure and Transportation
● Emergency Services

Detailed information on these resources is contained in Part Two, Profile and Inventory 2024

In addressing “Where do we want to be in the future?” and “How do we get there?”, this Plan
outlines an overall Vision Statement and a set of Goals and Strategies. Inputs in the form of a
stakeholder survey, a public survey, and multiple public meetings were used to craft the
essence of the Plan’s Vision and Goals for the future of Middlefield. A Comprehensive Plan
Steering Committee of Town officials was established to oversee the planning and writing
process.
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SECTION I

SUMMARY of PLANNING PROCESS

VISION STATEMENT
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PLANNING PROCESS SUMMARY
Our update of this Comprehensive Plan began in 2021 with a thorough review by the

Planning Board.
The existing plan was found to be barely adequate, and in need of updating to reflect the many
demographic and economic changes since the last review in 2011.
The Town Board decided to undertake the project, and after consultations with several
professionals and the Otsego County Planning Department, a Steering Committee was formed
to guide the process.
Monthly public meetings were held, a public survey was conducted, and its results led to four
of the monthly meetings being focused on topics of special concern.
The public comments from these focused meetings were instrumental in determining Goals
and Actions to be included in the final Plan.
Several more meetings were held, and tasks were divided among the Steering Committee
members to gather and coordinate resources such as maps and charts, information on current
resources, and population and economic trends.
The final draft plan was reviewed by the Steering Committee, then sent to the Planning Board,
the Town Board, and the Town Attorney for further review. A public hearing was held on August
13, 2024 to review any further comments before the Final Comprehensive Plan was passed by
the Town Board.

For more detailed information on the process, see Planning Process

5



VISION STATEMENT

Background: The 1989 Master Plan of the Township of Middlefield established four general
goals as a de facto Vision Statement for the future of the Town:

1. That the senior citizens of the Township may continue to live here in a manner which
they find harmonious;

2. That men and women of the current generation who live and work on these lands may
prosper in an environment that is both flexible and secure;

3. That, perhaps more importantly, future generations shall inherit these lands in a
condition which allows for a healthful, prosperous and independent way of life;

4. That improvement of land be encouraged and fostered in a manner which benefits the
community as a whole, but that development of land in a manner which threatens the
health or well-being of the community as a whole be prevented.

To these four goals, the following additional goals were set out by the Planning Board in an
addendum(1989):

1. To sustain the viability of farm lands where possible and to encourage and foster
improvement that does not diminish farm lands.

2. To preserve the health of the watershed, including Otsego Lake, the wooded areas
harboring game, and the important aesthetic and historic characteristics of the
Middlefield Township.

In 2011, The Town of Middlefield Profile and Inventory (February 2011) was included as an
addendum in support of this Master Plan. This Profile and Inventory is excerpted from the Final
Generic Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS) on the Capacities of the Cooperstown
Region (accepted by the Town in December 2002). The Profile and Inventory and associated
maps highlight important natural resources that the people of the Township desire to be
protected.

In planning for the future of the Town, the Vision Statement of the original Master Plan of
Middlefield remains relevant and vital to this day. To the stated long term objectives set out
above, the Town of Middlefield 2024 Comprehensive Plan adds the following:

1. To acknowledge, plan for, and respond to impending climate, demographic and
economic changes in a way that fosters resilience both in the Town’s communities and
in its infrastructure and public services.
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SECTION II: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

COMMUNITY SURVEY

STAKEHOLDER SURVEY

PUBLIC MEETING
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COMMUNITY SURVEY AND RESULTS

In order to gain a better understanding of the current state of the Town of Middlefield, a
community survey was conducted. The survey consisted of 18 questions with an additional
area for respondents to add any information they would specifically like the town to address in
the Comprehensive Plan.

A mailing list of all landowners in the Town was generated by the Otsego County Real Property
Tax Services, and 1248 postcards were mailed. Recipients had the option of calling, mailing, or
emailing the town to request a printed survey. They were also given the option of scanning a
QR code, or visiting the town website for the survey link. Clear instructions were given to be
certain every person in a household who was a town resident filled out the survey. 268
responses were received, constituting a response rate of 21.4%. Detailed survey results can be
found in Appendix 21 in the Middlefield Comprehensive Plan 2024 Supplemental Materials.

Demographics

Respondents who own residential property ranked at 88%, those who owned vacant land
21.4%, and those with agricultural land were 17.7%. The most common reason for residing in
Middlefield was regional location 44%, and people having personal and family connections to
the area ranked second at 32.7%. 24% of the respondents have owned property for 16-25
years, 20.2% have owned property for 6-15 years, and 19.1% have owned property for 26-35
years. Age ranges for respondents were from 88-27 years old, with a majority over 55.

Respondents with no school-aged children were 88.3%, those with 1 child with 7.2%, and 2
children 3%. Respondents satisfied with overall quality of life in Middlefield were 44.3%, very
satisfied were 40.2%, and 11% were neutral.

Issues of importance

Respondents indicated the issues of greatest importance were ground water quality 79.8%,
internet service/cellular coverage 70.9%, and Otsego Lake Water Quality 67%. Other issues of
importance were emergency services 67.1%, road maintenance 63%, and preservation of
farmland 62.6%, A near even split was recorded for protection of scenic viewsheds 55.6%, and
control of development 55.2%.

When asked specifically what the top 3 priorities the Comprehensive Plan should focus on
improving, respondents indicated road maintenance 51.9%. Open space/environmental
preservation 51.5%, tied with water quality 51.5%.

Land Use

When asked if they were satisfied with the current status of land use regulations, 45.6% were
satisfied, 36.3% were not aware of the regulations, and 12.4% think there is not enough
regulation. Zoning Law Enforcement was very important to 43.6%, important to 38% not
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important to 7%.

Support for development of small business (under 30 employees) ranked at 66%, electric
vehicle charging stations 61.1%, and community solar projects 52.6%. When asked if they
support cannabis growers, respondents were split equally at 36.1% yes and 35.4% no. 49.2%
of respondents did not support mega-farm/agricultural businesses, 16.4% were in support, and
5.9% did not have sufficient knowledge.

Property

Appearance or attractiveness was rated excellent by 17%, good by 66.4%, and poor by 9.1%.

Housing

Respondents that support multi-family or accessory dwelling units were 33.9%, those that do
not support them were 27.6%, and those that answered “it depends” were 32.8%. In
reference to control of short-term rentals (Airbnb, Vrbo, Dreams Park), 38.8% of respondents
listed this as very important, 33.2% as important, and 19% as not important.

Affordable housing ranked important to 44.7%, very important to 23.1%, and not important to
19%.

Economic Development

Respondents indicated economic development to be important 47%, very important 16.7%,
and not important 22%. 55.2% ranked control of development very important, 34.7% as
important, and 5.2% as not important.

Agriculture and Farmland

A majority 62.6% of respondents feel the town should pursue farmland and rural preservation.
Protection of scenic viewsheds was very important to 55.6%, and important to 32%. 49.2% of
respondents did not support development of mega-farm/industrial growth, and 16.4% were in
favor of it. 25% of respondents were in favor of commercial wind farms, and 34.7 % were not
in favor. 31.7% responded “it depends”.
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STAKEHOLDER SURVEY

26 Local businesses and non-profit organizations were sent a Stakeholder Survey to fill out.
The survey contained the following questions:

1. Please give a brief description of your business/organization.
2. How does your business/organization impact Middlefield?
3. What Town of Middlefield services do you access for your business?
4. What current concerns does your business/organization grapple with that could be helped or
impacted by local government decisions?
5. What future do you envision for your business or organization and how will local
government play a part in that vision?
6. If you have employees, how many? What would you say are your employees’ major
concerns in working in the area? What are your concerns in regards to maintaining employees?
7. Please add anything here that you think is important to your business and how you function
in this community.
8. May we contact you with follow up questions if necessary? If so, please provide a phone
number.

Stakeholder summary:
10 responses

Auto Parts Recycler, 17 employees
Concerns:
Feels he is forced to “hide” his business because of what it involves, red tape from zoning laws
can have negative effects, but is not an issue currently. Appreciates the pro-business town of
Middlefield.

Art Gallery with gallery opportunities, cultural destination. Uses town for special permits. One
PT employee year round
Concerns:

Possibly developing road shoulders north of my property, for same-side -of-street safe public
parking

Wants town website to promote local business.

Bassett Healthcare 160-bed acute care hospital, 4000+ employees
Concerns:

1. Affordable housing / apartment or multi-family housing, quality schools
2. Reliable high-speed broadband / internet service
3. Available Fire / EMS services
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Garden Center, café, event space, 20 employees PT/FT varies seasonally
Concerns:
Suggested a Digital speed limit monitor on Beaver Meadow road to alert speeders
Affordable housing for workers is a concern

Local Solar installer, residential, commercial, agricultural, has 3 employees
Concerns:
Affordable housing
Broadband all through the town of Middlefield should be investigated

Excavation Company, 5 employees
Concerns:
Believes the town should be business friendly and promote a business friendly environment

Fruit and vegetable grower, 4-8 part-time employees, plus 2 owners full time.
Concerns:
Reduce school and local taxes, less government assistance
Feels they are overtaxed and over regulated

Middlefield Fire Department
Concerns:
Recruitment and retention of volunteers is difficult
Broadband is needed throughout the community
Affordable housing is needed

Ski Shop, 1 owner, looking at discontinuing business due to climate change

Otsego 2000, non-profit group. 3.5 full time employees
Concerns:
Year-round housing for workers
Preservation of historic farms and hamlets as well as farmland
Town should prioritize strong agriculture and tourism-related business
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:

PUBLIC HEARING

The FINAL Draft Comprehensive Plan 2024 was presented in a public hearing on August 13,
2024. PDF copies were made available on the Town website and printed copies at the Town
Hall for public review prior to the hearing.
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SECTION III

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

ACTION PLAN & REVIEW PROCESS
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Statement of Goals:

1. Promote Agricultural Business and Protect Farmland

2.Maintain the Rural Community Character of Town

3. Protect Quality-of-life for Residents of Town

4.Conserve Natural Resources and Natural Habitats

5. Promote Diverse, Quality, Affordable Housing
Opportunities

6. Plan for and Encourage Responsible Energy
Development and Consumption

7. Provide High Quality, Efficient Public Services and
Infrastructure
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Goals, Objectives, Actions, & Action Plan

GOAL 1: Promote agricultural business and protect farmland

The residents of Middlefield have indicated strong support for fostering and encouraging
agriculture. Agriculture is a cornerstone of the rural economy and contributes to Middlefield’s
community character. The community would like to protect, promote and encourage farming in
Middlefield and ensure that development in all forms is complementary to agricultural
development.

Objective 1 – Support existing farm operations.

Action: Review and amend existing land use laws to ensure they are farm-friendly. Land use
regulations include standards on lot dimensions, limitations on principal structures, and specify
the uses that are allowed as-of-right and uses that require special permits and site plan review.

Action Plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, approval by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years

The rapidly changing nature of the agricultural industry often outpaces the process for review
and amendment of land use regulations. The current zoning law in Middlefield should be
reviewed to ensure it is not unreasonably restrictive with regard to farming operations.

Action: Use Otsego County Farmland Protection Plan as a guideline during site plan and
subdivision reviews by the Planning Board.

Action Plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, Time Frame: 5 Years

Action: Encourage eligible property owners to apply for agricultural tax benefits. Landowners
who earn $10,000 in gross income from a farm on 7 acres or more of land, or those that earn
$50,000 or more of gross farm income on less than 7 acres, are eligible under state law.
Additionally, make landowners aware of emerging carbon offset programs.

Action Plan: Responsible entities: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

Action: Encourage landowners and farms to become members of CADE (Center for
Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship). CADE works to build a vibrant local food
system, in which locally owned agricultural businesses thrive and consumers are nourished by
healthy sustainably produced food. With a knowledgeable staff supplemented by consultants
experienced in production, business development, marketing and distribution, CADE is a
catalyst for strengthening multiple sectors of regional food systems. Otsego Land Trust could
also be consulted for this use.
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Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Action: Promote the American Farmland Trust in New York program to keep existing farms in
business after the transfer of ownership. AFT provides educational resources, consulting, and
opportunities that enable more farms to be transferred and joint ventures to be developed for
the economic enhancement of New York State agriculture.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Action: Promote the Graze NY program through the Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD). Graze NY help farms families with the adoption of prescribed grazing management
systems that contribute to the financial, environmental and social well-being of local
watersheds. The program provides assistance to dairy farms and all other livestock operations.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Action: Encourage the appointment of a farmer to the Planning Board. New York State town
Law (Section 271.11) authorizes a town to appoint one or more agricultural members to the
Planning Board.

Action Plan: PB, TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: As positions arise

Action: Support Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) programs. In a PDR program, a farmer
is compensated for the Fair Market Value of a conservation easement on the farm property that
limits the future right to develop the property for non-agricultural uses. In this way, farmers can
access the equity while ensuring that the property is preserved for
future farming. The Otsego Land Trust is familiar with this process and the Town could support
future applications to the NY Ag & Markets FPIG grant program for funding of PDRs.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Objective 2 – Encourage agricultural activities that provide supplemental income or add
value to existing agricultural operations and products

Action: Encourage direct market operations such as community supported agriculture (CSA).
Direct marking brings farm-grown produce directly to consumers at farm stands, farmers
markets, and consumer supported agriculture and agritourism venues.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year
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Action: Encourage livestock farming such as beef, sheep, goats and nontraditional livestock
such as llama, alpaca and elk. Several area farms have successfully converted from dairy
farming to alternative livestock as a viable agricultural business.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Action: Encourage agri-tourism and other alternative agricultural operations (organic, sugar
bush, u-pick, animal preserves). Agri-tourism is rising in popularity as people seek to reconnect
with the land and better understand and control their food supply. Agri-tourism operations can
bring additional income for traditional farmers and landowners.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Objective 3 – Preserve Prime Farm Soils

Action: Review and amend existing land use laws with respect to soil preservation. Land uses
and subdivisions permitted in the town should be reviewed for compatibility and/or impact to
prime farm soils and soils of statewide significance.

Action Plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, approval by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years

Action: Ensure the Planning Board considers impacts to agriculture when reviewing
applications by requiring agricultural data statements in subdivision and PDD applications,
where applicable (pursuant to NYS Agriculture and Markets law (Article 25-AA and 283-A)).
This requirement ensures projects are compatible with farm operations within agricultural
districts.

Action Plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, approval by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years

Action:When subdivisions are proposed in areas of prime farm soils, encourage cluster or
conservation subdivisions. Cluster subdivision allows for building lots that are smaller than
normally permitted by dedicating or reserving land to be saved for open space.

Action Plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, approval by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years

Objective 4 – Encourage property owners to put abandoned agricultural land into
productive use.
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Action: Encourage property owners of fallow agricultural land to contact CADE to find farmers
interested in leasing property. CADE actively assists farmers and landowners interested in
leasing property to find each other. Fallow properties with existing fencing and water sources
are particularly attractive to beef cattle farming operations.

Action Plan: Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1
Year

Objective 5 - Encourage Environmental Stewardship In Farming

Action: Encourage farmers to work with the Soil and Water Conservation District and Natural
Resources Conservation Service on Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) and
nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Grants. AEM is a voluntary, incentive-based program
that helps farmers make common-sense, cost-effective and science-based decisions to help
meet business objectives while protecting and conserving the State’s natural resources.
Farmers work with local AEM resource professionals to develop comprehensive farm plans.

Action Plan: Responsible entities: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

Action: Encourage farmers to develop comprehensive nutrient management plans. CNMP are
conservation plans for animal feeding operations that are designed to evaluate all aspects of
farm production and outline conservation practices that help achieve production and natural
resource conservation goals.

Action Plan: Responsible entities: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

GOAL 2: Maintain the rural community character of the town

Middlefield is proud of its small town, rural character. The community is characterized
by traditional agricultural development where small hamlets are surrounded by
agriculture and green space. This historic development pattern is complemented by the
historic and cultural structures common throughout the town. The community would
like to encourage development that is compatible with this rural character by
enhancing and revitalizing the hamlets while conserving the open spaces in the
surrounding area.

Objective 1 – Enhance and revitalize the hamlets while conserving open spaces
in the countryside
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Action: Review and amend existing zoning district map and uses within each district
with community character in mind. The hamlet district should have lot sizes and
permitted uses consistent with traditional development patterns (i.e. small lots and
setbacks) that also allow for conformance with NYS building and health codes. Hamlets
traditionally have mixed uses which contribute to a vital community. The
residential-agricultural district should have a mix of residences, farming and farm
supportive businesses, as well as home-based and commercial businesses that are
consistent with the rural character of the town and the environment. Minimum lot sizes
and road frontages alone are often not sufficient to preserve rural character.

Action: Consider amending the site plan requirements within the zoning law to include
enhanced review and specific development standards for features that impact
character including lighting, signs, landscaping, parking lots, non-residential building
design, etc. Provide development standards that will ensure that new building projects
are consistent with rural character.

Action: Encourage the growth of small, local businesses by assessing current home
occupation laws to broaden the definition and type of businesses allowed. Any new
businesses requiring review by the Planning Board and/or ZBA should be assessed
with the goals of preserving open space and keeping the integrity of the historical and
aesthetic nature of neighborhoods.

Action Plan for 3 above actions: Responsible entities: review of zoning law by PB and
ZEO, amendment and approval by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years.

Objective 2 – Maintain the high quality of the rural landscape

Action:When reviewing projects under the site plan review currently within zoning law,
the following should be taken under consideration:

● Traffic: traffic impact study for projects that will increase traffic on the roads by
greater than 100 vehicle trips per day. A traffic study should include overall
traffic patterns, volumes, flows, trip generation, design hour volume data, trip
distribution, intersection level of service, and existing and projected traffic in
order to assess impacts to road service and safety.

● Visual significance: proposed projects should be assessed for visual impacts
and techniques identified to mitigate negative impacts. Ridgetops, slope and
vistas should be considered significant aspects of the viewshed and preserved.
Establish a viewshed policy and enact zoning changes to support.

● Preservation of community’s historical character, viewshed and open spaces:
As aspects of the rural landscape, establish preservation guidelines and amend
zoning law to establish guidelines for planning board’s review of site plans and
planned development districts.

● Preservation of significant roadside features such as stone walls and large trees
should be considered both with building projects and road construction where
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safety allows. A policy could be established by the town and communicated to
the County Highway Department.

● Dark Skies Initiative: Consider lighting standards within the site plan review
section of the land use law. Downward-directed lighting, lower pole heights,
and limiting wattages can all reduce light glare and have the added benefit of
being more energy efficient.

● Forest Preservation: Discourage clear cutting of timber stands on hill tops and
steep slopes. Selective cutting during timbering can maintain tree canopy and
forest habitat.

● If a project impacts the Glimmerglass Historic District, consideration must be
made for how the district will be impacted. This National Historic District
encompasses Otsego Lake and its immediate environs, and contains 15,000
acres in the towns of Otsego, Springfield, and Middlefield.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, approval and informational materials
for website by TB, Time Frame: Ongoing with 5 year review

Action: Utilize the State’s Open Spaces Policy during site plan review. Encourage public
participation and government oversight in the preservation of the Town’s historic, cultural and
natural resources.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, approval by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years

Action: Ensure the enforcement of the local laws currently in place within the town, including
the Zoning Law, the Subdivision Regulations, the Solar Energy Law, and the
Telecommunications Law. The Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO) enforces the town’s current
land use laws. Pursuant to the zoning law, any new permitted use requires a zoning permit from
the ZEO, and possibly a special use permit from the ZBA.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, ZBA, oversight by TB, Time Frame: 5 Years

Action: Ensure the enforcement of NYS laws that are currently applicable within the town,
including the property maintenance code, and the NYS building and energy codes. The Otsego
County Code Enforcement Office enforces the New York State codes. The Town Board should
communicate with the County to ensure that enforcement is occurring appropriately. The ZEO
should notify the County Codes Office when a violation of any of these codes is apparent.

Action plan: Responsible Entity: ZEO, TB, Time Frame: Ongoing and 5 Years review.

Objective 3 – Preserve historic and cultural structures and features of the town

Action: Support efforts to establish and/or maintain inventory of historic structures,
historic landscapes and view sheds, historical markers, cemeteries, and other
historical and cultural sites identified in the town.

Action: Support efforts to nominate individual properties and districts to State and
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National Registers of Historic Places. Letters of support from the town can be provided
for inclusion in applications.

Action: Support the Middlefield Historical Association’s efforts to archive historic
documents. Support pursuit of grants for historic preservation projects and potential
future presentations of historic materials for the benefit of the public. The Town Board
should take the lead in applying for grants of this type, as the Schoolhouse Museum
and surrounding grounds are owned by the Town.

Action plan for above 3 actions: Responsible entities: Middlefield Historical
Association, Town Historian, TB, Time Frame: Ongoing and 5 years

Action: Consider a landowner recognition program for landowners who restore,
rehabilitate or protect a historic resource. Recognize these landowners with the
presentation of a certificate or marker.

Action plan: Responsible entity: TB, Time Frame: 5 years.

Action: Amend site plan review within the zoning law to assure protection of the town’s
historic resources. Site plan review should include consideration of the National Historic
Preservation Act (Section 106) and the New York State Preservation Act (Section 14.09)
as guidelines.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, Time Frame: 5 years

GOAL 3: Protect quality-of-life for residents of the Town

The residents of Middlefield recognize the town’s varied potential. A visually beautiful, socially
vibrant, and economically viable community will keep its population, offer future opportunities
to its youth, and attract new residents and businesses. Enhanced telecommunications and
quality local services and offerings will provide residents to telecommute while living in a
bucolic, healthy community. Enhanced awareness, services and infrastructure can allow for
aging in place and quality of life in the Town’s senior population.

Objective 1 - Encourage improvements in infrastructure.

Action: Encourage the Tri-County library system bookmobile to continue its stop in
Middlefield. Announce schedule on the Town website. Access to the library system provides
educational materials for the youth in Middlefield and entertainment to all residents, some of
whom have limited means to visit the libraries in other communities.

Action plan: Responsible entity: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year
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Action: Assist Seniors in getting quality-of-life services. Services for seniors are
provided by several agencies in Otsego County, such as Office for the Aging, HEAP,
NY Connects, Meals on Wheels, Clark Sports Center Connections, the senior meal
centers, and various faith-based organizations. Often seniors are unaware of these
programs, how to contact them, or have limited means of transportation to take
advantage of them. The Town Website should add a Seniors section which outlines
available services.

Action plan: Responsible entity: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

Action: Review and amend Zoning and Subdivision laws to allow for General Housing,
ADUs, Infrastructure, Communication and Transportation considerations in light of the
needs of an aging population.

Action plan: Responsible entities: PB, ZEO, TB, Time Frame: Ongoing, 5 years

Action: Increase the public’s awareness of public transportation opportunities by
providing a link on the Town website to the Oneonta Public Transit and Otsego
Express bus schedules. Provide information on ride share programs and free
transportation options to seniors and residents who have limited means or ability to
travel for healthcare, grocery shopping or other essential needs.

Action plan: Responsible entity: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

Action: Promote improved understanding of telecommunications and utility
infrastructure by working with local providers to have an overview of available service
maps and areas of service blackouts. Improved telecommunications understanding
will provide information for potential business and residential growth and outline
potential areas of need for improvement in emergency communication with
housebound and or remote residents.

Action plan: TB, Informational materials via TB, Town Website Administrator, Time
Frame: Ongoing and 5 Years

Action: Study the viability of initiating a system of communication for hazard events
that considers remote and housebound residents.

Action plan: Responsible entity: TB with County Emergency Office and
Middlefield Fire Department, Time Frame: 1 to 5 years.

Action: Review and amend Telecommunications Law 2006 to allow for better cellular
service in the Town.
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Action plan: Responsible entity: PB for review and TB, Time Frame: 1-2 yrs.

Objective 2 - Promote economic growth

Middlefield’s historic economic base is agricultural and related businesses. Tourism to
local venues and business provides vibrancy and opportunity to the community.
Agriculture and tourism are often complementary industries, and a diversity of small
businesses contributes to a healthy local economy. Middlefield wants to be a
business-friendly community by supporting small, home-based, and agricultural
businesses that complement the historic economic development of the community.

Action: Encourage business and residential growth in the Hamlet districts. This will
result in the most efficient delivery of services and encourage traditional rural
development patterns that concentrate density in the hamlets. Any growth should be
consistent with the character and goals of the Town and its residents.

● Review and amend zoning law to allow for multi-family and ADU (henceforth,
Accessory Dwelling Units) dwellings in hamlet districts. Growth should be
consistent with the character of the neighborhood.
Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, TB, Time Frame: 5 years

● Review and amend zoning law to broaden the variety of potential business
opportunities in the hamlet districts.
Action plan: see above

● Encourage residents to work with local and state law enforcement to identify
properties and areas of their hamlet that need additional supervision. The
County Sheriff’s section of the Otsego County website provides for anonymous
tips to alert law enforcement to the potential of illegal or hazardous activity.
Action Plan: Responsible entity: TB, Informational materials on website via
Web Administrator, input and cooperation from local emergency services.

Action: Review and amend existing zoning law regarding permitted uses and uses
allowed with a special permit. Amendments should include definitions of land uses,
including but not limited to, light industry, home based businesses, etc. In the hamlet
districts, a diversity and density of small-scale businesses will contribute to a healthy
economic center. In the agricultural-residential district, new, broader business
definitions which fit the character and goals of the Town may provide additional
employment opportunities for the residents and encourage new business and residents
to the community.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, Time Frame: 5 years

Action: Review the special use permit and site plan review requirements within the
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current zoning law and consider amendments so development standards ensure that
new business fits the community. Streamline the review process for applications that
meet the standards so that the regulations are not viewed as a roadblock for business
but as a way to foster new development that promotes the small town, historic, and
rural character of Middlefield. Development standards could include building form and
scale, sign size and design, parking lot and driveway standards, lighting, and
landscaping.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, Time Frame: 5 years

Action: Inform local small business owners about Otsego County Economic
Development Department’s low-interest loan programs. The Town website could
include an Economic Development informational page with links. Information could
be offered when potential business owners inquire with the ZEO or the planning
board.

Action plan: Responsible entity: TB, Website Administrator, ZEO, Time
Frame: 1 Year

Action: Support agriculture and related businesses. Encourage local farmers to
work with Cornell Cooperative Extension to identify value-added agricultural and
agritourism opportunities. Provide information to existing area farmers regarding
financial incentives that are available through the County Economic Development
Department, such as the rural economic development loan discussed above.

Action plan: Responsible entity: TB, Website Administrator, ZEO, Time
Frame: 1 Year

Action: Support forestry related business, including timbering, Christmas tree farms
and maple syrup businesses. The DEC forestry management program encourages
responsible stewardship of forestlands while ensuring a sustainable timber harvest.
Explore options to encourage local landowners to cultivate sugar bush stands and
produce maple syrup products. Support efforts by local landowners to convert
abandoned farmland into tree farms and nurseries. Provide information to property
owners on programs and trees offered by the Otsego County Soil and Water
Conservation district.

Action plan: Responsible entity: TB, Website Administrator, ZEO, Time
Frame: 1 Year

GOAL 4: Conserve natural resources and natural habitats

Middlefield’s environment is rich in natural resources and wildlife habitats. Natural
resources, such as clean air and clean water, are key elements in the high quality of life
in Middlefield. Rich wildlife and natural habitats contribute to the rural character of the
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Town. Natural resources can also contribute to economic development, such as the
use of prime soils that support agriculture, forests that support timbering and maple
sugaring. The key is to find a balance, to conserve these resources through sustainable
use and protect the environment for the benefit of the current and future generations.

Objective 1: Protect ground-water and surface-water quality and quantity

Action: Ensure that DEC and Federal regulations for stream, stream bank
disturbance, and wetland buffers are adhered to. DEC regulates stream and
stream bank disturbances for all streams that are classified as C (t) or higher.
NYS prohibits disturbance within 50’ from a stream bank. Streams with steep
slopes (greater than 45 degrees) have additional setbacks. DEC also regulates
wetlands greater than 12 acres and requires a 100 ft setback. The Federal
government regulates wetlands greater than 0.1 area and prohibits filling of
wetlands of this size. Amend site plan review standards in the zoning law to
require the Planning Board to notify the DEC if any potential concerns are raised
during a site plan review.

Action Plan: Responsible entities: PB, ZEO for review, TB for
amendments. Time Frame: 5 years

Action: Evaluate impacts to unconsolidated aquifers during site plan and
subdivision review. The planning board should carefully evaluate all new
developments located above unconsolidated valley-fill aquifer for potential
impacts to groundwater resources and soils.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, WSC Representative, Time
Frame: Ongoing and 5 years

Action: Incorporating water quality standards that include attention to stormwater
runoff, wastewater treatment, conservation of water, and groundwater protection
should be a part of any building project, economic development project or zoning law
change. The Town will continue ongoing communication with the Village of
Cooperstown Watershed Supervisory Committee (WSC) to share information and
coordinate actions regarding water quality issues in the Otsego Lake watershed.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, TB, WSC. Time Frame: Ongoing and
5 years

Action: Limit the development of buildings within the 100-year floodplain through
enforcement of the town’s existing floodplain regulation.

Action: Review and Amend Zoning Law to require the Planning Board, in its site plan review of
projects within the Lake and River Protection District (LPD), to take into account the potential
for harm to surface water caused by storm and rainwater runoff, and to consider requiring

25



erosion controls during construction of projects as well as erosion control measures in the final
site plan.

Action:Work with the County Codes Office and the Village of Cooperstown Watershed
Supervisory Committee to ensure that septic systems are up to code and inspected as to the
requirement of the WSC and the County.

For site plans in the LPD subject to review and approval by the Planning Board, amend zoning
law to require the Board to send the WSC a copy of the site plan with PB conditions noted.

Action plan for the above 3 Actions: Responsible entities: PB, ZEO, Time Frame for
these amendments: 1 year from the adoption of this plan.

Objective 2: Conserve high quality soils

Action: Require low-impact erosion and stormwater runoff controls in site plan review
or the development of subdivisions. Loss of high quality soils from erosion and
sedimentation of surface water bodies are the two most common and easily prevented
environmental impacts resulting from construction projects.

Action: Review and amend the subdivision and site plan regulations to
include requirements for:
• Building envelopes to protect environmental resources such as steep slopes (over
20%) and wetlands.
• Erosion and sediment control plans 2 ft contours
• Limit development on steep slopes (greater than 20%)
• Limit maximum grade on new roads and driveways.
• Notify applicants of DEC setback requirements from streams and wetlands – 50 ft / 100 ft

Action plan for the above 2 Actions: Responsible entities: PB, ZEO, TB. Time Frame
1-5 years

Objective 3: Protect wildlife and critical habitats

Action: Amend the subdivision and site plan regulations to include review of project
impacts on wildlife and critical habitats and require the following:

• Prevention of forest fragmentation and maintenance of forested, wet and other
natural connections.
• Encourage use of native plants when landscaping
• Maintain riparian (vegetated) buffers along creeks, streams and the lake
• Maintain vegetated corridors between habitat types
• Avoid placement of structures along migratory paths.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, TB. Time Frame: Ongoing and 5 years
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Action: Support local efforts to eradicate invasive plants and animals. Invasive
species can adversely affect the natural ecosystem if left unchecked. When identified
it is recommended that these species be eradicated before they spread and cause
greater harm to the local ecosystem. Information on invasive species could be
presented in a link on the Town website.

Action Plan: Responsible entities: Informational materials via TB, Town Website
Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

Action: Encourage the long-term management of woodlands by providing information on
carbon offset programs which enable landowners to take a property tax benefit through
management of the forests on that property.

Action plan: Responsible entity: TB, information material via Web Administrator, Time
Frame: 1 year.

GOAL 5: Promote diversified, quality, affordable housing opportunities

Objective 1 – Improve housing stock available for all income levels and stages of life

Action: Amend zoning law to allow for accessory dwelling units such as mother-in-law
apartments or cottages on parcel. Allowing small cottages or attached structures on
residential parcels will provide additional opportunities for alternative senior housing.

Action plan: Responsible entity: PB, ZEO, Time Frame: Ongoing and 5 years

Action: Support individuals and agencies seeking State and Federal funds to
rehabilitate housing, improve home energy efficiency and improve neighborhood
conditions, both in the hamlets, and town-wide. There are several funding sources
that can provide for home improvements that will make homes safer and more
energy efficient.

Action Plan: Responsible entities: Informational materials via TB, Town
Website Administrator, Time Frame: 1 Year

Action: Ensure that structures comply with applicable local, state and federal
standards for health, safety, and energy efficiency by working with the County Codes
Enforcement Office and alerting it of potential properties of concern. By ensuring that
structures comply with these standards, conditions of the available housing stock in
Middlefield will remain safe and adequate.

Action plan: Responsible entities: ZEO, TB, County Codes, Time Frame:
Ongoing 5 years

Action: Support development of small to moderate sized multi-unit senior housing
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developments. There are limited opportunities for our aging seniors as they reach the
stage in their life when maintaining a large home is no longer desirable. Small-scale
housing developments for seniors can provide an option that allows residents to stay in
the town that they love near friends and family.

Action plan: Responsible entities: PB, TB, ZEO as opportunities arise

GOAL 6: Plan for and encourage responsible energy
development and consumption

Climate change stresses such as more frequent and intense storm and drought cycles, rising
temperatures and potential for climate related population change must be considered when
reviewing current practices and planning for the future. Middlefield’s Climate Smart Committee
can work with the Town government to encourage consistency and implementation of an
efficient, sustainable and resilient response to climate change.

Objective 1: Increase energy efficiency and reduce energy consumption locally

Action: Encourage local residents and business owners to take advantage of
weatherization programs and energy efficiency incentive programs available
through NYSERDA and from Opportunities for Otsego. Improving the energy
efficiency of homes will help residents keep their homes comfortable with less
expense. Links to programs could be available on the Town Website.

Action: Develop a fleet management plan. As fuel prices continue to rise, good
maintenance of the town’s fleet of vehicles will help maximize fuel efficiency. Planning
for new vehicle purchases will help to retire older vehicles to replace them with
efficient ones.

Action plan for the above 2 Actions: Responsible entities: Climate Smart Committee,
TB, Highway Department, Information Materials via Web Administrator, Time Frame 1-5
years

Objective 2: Plan for responsible energy development

Action: During review and amendment of zoning law, special attention should be
given to energy development. These revisions should consider the type of energy
development (wind, hydro, solar), what districts are appropriate for these development
types and whether they fit within the goals of preserving open spaces and rural
character. The scale of the development projects should also be considered, i.e.
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residential, commercial, and/or industrial. Small scale projects that increase resiliency
and keep energy production close to its point of use should be given priority over
large centralized projects requiring major infrastructure build-out.

Action: Encourage a community solar project should infrastructure be upgraded to
allow it. Residents have expressed interest in community solar.

Action plan for the above 2 Actions: Responsible entities: TB, PB, ZEO, Climate
Smart Committee, Information Materials via Web Administrator, Time Frame 1-5 years

GOAL 7: Provide high quality, efficient public services and
infrastructure

The Town of Middlefield provides necessary, high quality public services while
keeping taxes reasonable. Residents want and expect a government that listens
and responds to their needs. Government planning needs to be flexible and
long-sighted, considering a variety of climate, population, economic, and political
futures.

Objective 1 – Maintain a safe and high quality town road infrastructure

Action: Review the town road constructions standards and make revisions, if
needed, to meet current standards for rural roads.

Action plan: Responsible entities: Highway Department, TB, Time Frame:
Ongoing, 5 years

Action: Encourage new projects to follow traditional rural road development patterns:
dead-end roads or cul-de-sacs should be discouraged.

Action plan: Responsible entities: PB, ZEO, TB, Time Frame: Ongoing, 5 years

Action: Collaborate with the Otsego County Sheriff and the NYS Police for increased
speed enforcement along roadways in the town, especially the hamlets. Budget for the
purchase and installation of radar speed signs, which have been shown to be effective
in reducing traffic speed.

Action plan: Responsible entities: TB to coordinate with HD, local emergency
services, Time Frame: Ongoing and 1 year

Objective 2 - Plan and budget for potential infrastructure investments.

Action: Develop a Financial Plan that includes all capital expenditures in the town
budget, including roadways, highway equipment, government facilities, etc. The plan
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should have a multi year outlook so that the Town Board can track the useful life of
all facilities and equipment and plan future improvements in the most efficient
manner, including prioritizing projects, identifying funding sources, and equipment
and staffing needs. The plan should be updated annually, to show the projects
completed in the past year and adding a year in the future. The plan will help reduce
the potential for emergency replacement of equipment.

Action plan: Responsible entities: TB with bookkeeper, Time Frame: 1-2
years

Objective 3 – Continue to provide high quality emergency services through the
Fire Department and First Responders

Action: Support the Middlefield Fire Department and First Responders. The
Middlefield Fire Department is a private, non-profit providing emergency service to the
Town and through mutual aid to surrounding towns. The Town of Middlefield relies
upon its volunteer firemen and first responders to serve the emergency services needs
of the community. Support can be given though assistance in recruiting, equipment,
building services, training, etc.

Action plan: Responsible entities: TB, Time Frame: Ongoing

Action: Update and maintain the Middlefield Hazard Mitigation Plan. Middlefield’s
Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed in conjunction with Otsego County. This plan
identifies various natural hazards and identifies methods to mitigate those hazards.
FEMA requires the plan in order for towns to be eligible for certain federal hazard
mitigation grants. FEMA also requires the plan be reviewed and updated every five
years.

Action plan: Responsible entities: TB, Time Frame: review annually.

Action: Establish a protocol to ensure town officials and residents are aware of
Middlefield government’s role in the Otsego County Emergency Preparedness Plan.
While the Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies actions that can be taken before a hazard
event takes place, the County emergency preparedness plan identifies actions to be
taken immediately after a hazard event takes place. The County identifies protocols and
responsible lead individuals agencies should a hazard event take place. Town
government should have a pre-knowledge of the County EPP and what measures may
be taken to assist community members in the event of emergencies, either natural or
manmade.

Action plan: Responsible entities: TB, Informational materials via Web
Administrator. Time Frame: 1-2 years

Action: Review impacts to emergency services during subdivision and site plan
review. In order to ensure that emergency service and road safety issues are
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evaluated and mitigated during project development, the Planning Board should
consult with the Fire Chief and the Town Highway Superintendent prior to approval
of a proposed project.

Action plan: Responsible entities: PB, TB, Time Frame: Ongoing 5 years

Action: Review and update Town website to provide greater availability of
information. Assess the possibility of payment links for some Town fees.

Action plan: Responsible entities: TB, Website Administrator, Time Frame:
1-2 years

Action: Ensure the smooth transfer of key government roles by working with new
members to understand all aspects of their job. Establish a policy for newly elected
and appointed officials to meet with current officials to clarify their responsibilities.

Action: Continue to support the Association of Towns with membership and
encourage new board members and elected officials to attend workshops to
enhance their understanding.

Action plan: Responsible entities: Supervisor with TB, Time Frame: 5 years
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ACTION PLAN & REVIEW PROCESS

The Middlefield Comprehensive Plan of 2024 Action Plan takes the Goals, Objectives
and Actions outlined above and designates the government departments responsible
for their completion and the recommended timeframe for each action. Each
responsible entity should organize and implement a work plan to accomplish Actions
given to them. Notice of Actions completed should be given when completed. It is
recommended that all CP Actions should be reviewed yearly during the Town’s yearly
policy review to assess how well the Actions are progressing. Written accounting
should be initiated to keep track of Action completed, pending, and outstanding.

It is also recommended that the entire Middlefield Comprehensive Plan should be
reviewed for possible update every five years.
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SECTION 4:

DOCUMENTS

CHARTS

GRAPHS

MINUTES

THANK YOUS
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PLANNING PROCESS

In 2021, the Middlefield Planning Board was tasked with reviewing the current Master Plan to
assess whether it needed updating, the last update occurring in 2011 when the Town amended
its Zoning Law to ban heavy industry uses. The Master Plan states that the document should
be reviewed every five years. There was no review in 2016.
The Planning Board:

● provided an in-depth analysis of the Master Plan
● studied numerous Comprehensive Plans from other Towns with like characteristics
● conducted a public forum on comprehensive planning inviting Bruce Bonke, a past

president of the New York State Planning Federation, to speak
● conducted small-group meetings to determine background data to be updated, some

background data (water resources) was updated and lists of other local resources were
begun

● reached out to a variety of planning consultants for comparative costs of having an
outside agency write a new Plan

● researched funding sources to cover costs

It was the determination of the Planning Board that though the overlying vision and goals of the
Middlefield Master Plan (1989/2011) remained vital, the document needed extensive updating
to reflect the changing stressors, needs, and interests of the community. The Planning Board
recommended hiring the project out. The Town Board decided that it was capable of
undertaking the project itself. The following steps were undertaken:

● A Steering Committee was chosen: Dave Karl, Supervisor; Andy Baugnet, Planning
Board Secretary, Peg Leon, Jenn Pindar-Van Kampen, and Kelly Branigan, Town Board
Members; Bill Gibson, Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman; and Neal Newman, Zoning
Officer.

● A monthly public meeting was established for the Tuesday following monthly Town
Board Meetings in hopes of public interest and attendance.

● A phone meeting was conducted with the NYS Planning Federation on the viability and
process of a self-written Plan.

● Guidelines and steps were researched on NYS DOS website: Zoning and the
Comprehensive Plan, and Guide to Planning and Zoning Laws of New York State.

● Board members attended a Comprehensive Planning course at the County,
co-presented by OCCA.

● Research was conducted on surrounding Towns’ current Comprehensive Plans, their
process and materials, their public survey questions, and their overall design.

● An overall outline was established.
● Using the knowledge of the Town and the examples of numerous other Towns’ public

surveys, a public survey was composed. Google forms provided the platform and
analytics of the results. A postcard was sent to every property owner provided by the
County Office of Real Property. The postcard provided a link to the survey or a phone
number to call if the resident wanted a hard copy sent to them to fill out. The survey
was also publicly announced and published on the Town website, local newspaper, and
through social media for any renter or person who had misplaced his postcard. The
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survey end date was extended to allow for the greatest time for responses.
● Using the knowledge of the Town and the examples of numerous other Towns’

stakeholders surveys, a list was compiled of stakeholders—businesses, nonprofits and
other professional entities that have an interest in Middlefield’s current and future
plans—and a short answer survey was emailed to each with a request to follow up with
an interview if necessary. Stakeholders were contacted a number of times with
reminders. Analytics were performed by the Secretary.

● Otsego County Planning Department was enlisted to help compile data sets and maps
that list and help describe the resources of Middlefield.

● Steering Committee members divided Middlefield existing resources areas between
them to study, research, and provide a baseline analysis for the plan. The Master Plan,
the 2011 Profile and Inventory, various Otsego County governmental departments,
various New York State governmental departments, and extensive online databases and
websites were used to update previous data and build out a current picture of the
resources, setting, history, and government structure of the town.

● The Middlefield Fire Department was contacted to provide a description of the
emergency services in the Town. The Village of Cooperstown Police, the Otsego County
Sheriff's Department, the State Police, and the Otsego County Office of Emergency
Management were interviewed to aid in a description of the Town’s emergency
response capabilities.

● The Middlefield Climate Smart Community group provided a guideline for “Sustainability
Elements” to be incorporated into a Comprehensive Plan.

● Once survey results were in, the Steering Committee discussed areas of keenest
interest to the residents who had responded and began forming a list of topic-focused
public meetings.

● As resource analyses were completed and maps and charts provided by the County
and other sources, a document draft was built.

● The Steering Committee identified 4 topics of primary concern to the residents (ADU
and Short Term Rentals, Water Quality, Open Spaces and Farm Preservation, and
Senior Citizen Concerns). Dates for focused meetings were set and announcements
were placed on the Town website, in the local paper, and to those individuals who
expressed an interest in being involved in focused group discussion. The Steering
Committee contacted experts in the areas to be discussed and invited them to attend.

● ADU and Short Term Rental topics Meeting was conducted on August 15, 2023. 17
members of the public were in attendance. A Zoom recording was made to ensure an
accurate and complete record of the attendants’ comments.

● Otsego Lake Quality and Water Quality in Middlefield was held September 19, 2023.
Speakers were: Kiyoko Yokata, Ph.D., CLM,Scientific Advisor, Otsego Lake Watershed
Supervisory Committee, NY, Technical Advisor, Otsego Lake Association, Cooperstown,
NY, Associate Professor of Biology and Biological Field Station Researcher, SUNY,
Douglas Willies, Watershed Supervisory Committee, and Al Keck, Watershed
Supervisory Committee Septic Inspector. 8 members of the public were in attendance.
4 Members of the CP steering committee were present.

● A Senior Citizen Concerns meeting was held October 17, 2023. Approximately 10
residents attended. Issues of concern were public transportation, ADUs, emergency
contact options, lack of broadband and other communication issues.
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● A Preservation of Open Spaces meeting was held on November 21, 2023.
Approximately 7 members of the public attended. Martha Frey and May Leinhart came
from the Otsego Land Trust to discuss ways in which farmland and other open spaces
may be preserved in the township.

● Plan was content and line edited by the Steering Committee
● Plan was reviewed by the Middlefield Planning Board and informally by the Otsego

County Planning Department (Trevor Fuller)
● Plan was reviewed by 5 Planning Professionals: Bruce Boncke, past president New York

State Planning Federation (need correct credentials); Matt Horn, ICMA-CM Director of
Municipal Services; Patricia Burke, Local Government Specialist, NY Department of
State, M.A. Regional Planning with Environmental Concentration; Danny Lapin,
Revitalization Specialist, NY Department of State, NY State Planning Federation Board
Member, MS Environmental Policy; Judy Breselor, retired Executive Director, NY State
Planning Federation

● Comments from all the above were collated and the plan was further revised
● Plan was divided into two sections. Both sections were put on the Town website for

review by the public for the period of XX months. The chance for review was announced
in the paper and on the website. All comments were required to be in writing in an email
or sent conventional mail. All comments were considered by the committee.

● Plan was posted on the Town website and a postcard was sent to all property owners
with the opportunity to comment on the Plan within a two month period.

● Comments from the comment period were assessed and the Plan was revised as
needed.

● Plan was reviewed by Town Attorney, David Clinton
● Plan went through a 239 review by the Otsego County Planning Department
● Plan was presented in a public hearing to the Middlefield residents
● Plan was presented to the surrounding communities for their review
● Plan was adopted into law on August 13, 2024
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Appendix 21 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS WITH GRAPHS AND CHARTS

Questions 1 and 2: Name and Age
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Appendix 22 STEERING COMMITTEE AND MEETING MINUTES

Steering Committee Members:

Andy Baugnet– Secretary, Planning Board (2023), Resident
Dave Karl – Town Supervisor
Neal Newman – Town Zoning Enforcement Officer
Peggy Leon – Town Board Member
Kelly Branigan – Town Board Member
Jenn Pindar Van Kampen – Town Board Member
Bill Gibson – Zoning Board of Appeals (2023), Resident

Steering Committee Public Meeting Minutes:

January 17, 2023
February 21, 2023
March 21, 2023
April 18, 2023
May 16, 2023
June 20, 2023
July 18, 2023
August 15, 2023
September 19, 2023
October 17, 2023
November 21, 2023
December 19, 2023
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https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/edited_comp_plan_minutes-1-17-23.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cpc-february_21_2023_minutes.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cpc-march_212023.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cpc-april_18_2023.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cp-minutes_may-2023.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/minutes_june_20_2023_comprehensive_plan_meeting.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cp_minutes_7-18-2023.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cp_minutes_august_162023.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cp_minutes_september_19_2023.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/minutes-cp-oct._17.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cp-mins-11-18-23.pdf
https://www.middlefieldny.org/uploads/1/1/7/6/117681638/cp-minutes-december-19-2023.pdf


The Town of Middlefield would like to thank all those who aided in this process:

The Middlefield Planning Board
Trevor Fuller and the Otsego County Planning Department
Bud Tabor
Abby Rodd
Bruce Boncke
Matt Horn
Danny Lapin
Judy Breselor
Patricia Burke
Doug Willies
Martha Frey
Kiyoko Yokota, PhD
May Leinhart
Paula DiPerna
Those residents who participated in our focused topic meetings
Otsego County Office of Emergency Management
Cooperstown Police Department
Otsego County Sheriff’s Department
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